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CHAPTER 1 : GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Art. 1.1 – Enforcement of the Sports Code 
1. The Sports Code compliments the Statutes, Bylaws and the regulations of the USTSF. It must be applied in all official tournaments recognized by or concerning the USTSF, subject to specific provisions or contrary arrangements as accepted by the USTSF Executive Committee or the Board of Directors. 

2. The cases that are not foreseen by the Sports Code or cases of force major shall be settled by the USTSF official delegate or his/her deputy, after consulting the promoter organizing the event and/or the tournament director. These persons also make decisions in cases of force major. 

Art. 1.2 - Patronage 
1. Official events take place under the patronage of the USTSF and according to its regulations. 

2. The organization of these events will be entrusted to a promoter which, the promoter shall be solely responsible towards the USTSF for a smooth running of the competition and it also shall take on the possible risks linked to event, whether financial or other. 

3. Should it choose to, the USTSF may, under its own responsibility or authority, organize or sanction an official event within the boundaries of the promoter or not, either directly or in collaboration with a body recognized by the USTSF and in whichever location it chooses. 

Art. 1.3 – Players admitted into competitions 
1.Only players recognized by the USTSF can take part in USTSF competitions, in accordance with the current statutory provisions (i.e. players holding membership). The age limitations for Junior and Senior players are set by the USTSF Executive Committee. 

Art. 1.4 – Competition categories and tournament formats 
1. For an official event to be organized, the required regulations must first be approved by the Executive Committee. 

Art. 1.5 - Refereeing 
1. It is the responsibility of the promoter to take all required measures to provide refereeing in accordance with the regulations recognized by the USTSF, and to provide the Tournament Director with the competent referees needed. 

Art. 1.6 – Admissible applications

1. Only a promoter or organizing body which complies with its financial obligations towards the USTSF may present an application to organize an official event. 

Art. 1.7 – Choice of equipment 
1. To organize an official event, the promoters are free to use any game equipment, within the list of USTSF sanctioned and authorized manufacturers and equipment (see appendices). This is subject to the respect of eventual sponsorship or exclusivity contracts involving the USTSF. 

2. It is forbidden to use material which is not authorized or not sanctioned by the USTSF. 

3. The permission to use sanctioned equipment in an official event is liable to manufacturers paying to the USTSF/ITSF an annual sanctioning fee as well as specific sanctioning fees for each competition. The amounts of these fees are based on a convention passed between the USTSF Board of Directors and the concerned manufacturers; or between the USTSF Board of Directors, the associations and the concerned manufacturers. The USTSF is committed only to the contracts it has approved and countersigned. 

Art. 1.8 - Classification of sanctioned official events: USTSF Tour 
1. Championships and official tournaments are divided into five categories, which constitute the USTSF Tour: 

- Unites States National Championships (Open) 

- Regional Championships (open)
- State Championships (open)

- Other Events
- Team Competitions
Open international tournaments (ITSF Sanctioned) are themselves bound to additional policies as outlined in the ITSF Sport Code.  All ITSF Sanctioned events must meet the requirements of both the USTSF sports code AND the ITSF Sports Code.  
See appendices for more details relating to the different tournament categories and their characteristics. 
Art. 1.9 – National championships 
1. The ITSF does not interfere with the organization of national championships. However, the USTSF must communicate the results of this competition to the ITSF.  The United States National Championships MUST be sanctioned by the USTSF.
Art. 1.10 – Ownership and denomination of sanctioned championships 
1. As the USTSF Statutes and regulations are its work and property, official events which are played under these Statutes and regulations are also the exclusive property of the USTSF. 

2. Promoters which organize official events must indicate properly ‘under the aegis of the USTSF’ on all official documents (posters, schedules and other printed material). 

To insert the name of the main sponsor into the title of the competition, the written agreement of the USTSF is necessary. 

The sports aspect of the event is subject to specific USTSF rules. 

Art. 1.11 – Game rules 
All competitions under the aegis of the USTSF must unfold according to the Game Rules as adopted by the USTSF or that of the ITSF for any competition organized under the aegis of the ITSF. 

Art. 1.12 – Ratings and Rankings 
All competitions under the aegis of the USTSF must use the rating system of the USTSF.  The seeding for the tournaments Open events (Open Singles and Doubles, Women’s Singles and Doubles, Junior Singles and Doubles, Senior Singles and Doubles) may use either the USTSF ratings or the USTSF annual National Rankings.  If the USTSF Sanctioned tournament is additionally an ITSF Sanctioned competition, Adherence to the Sports code of the ITSF shall supersede this code with respect to any discrepancies between the codes.  The competition organizers may use whatever cut-off within the USTSF ratings to determine what events participants may enter (other than those Open events, which of course are open to all participants within each Category (Open, Women, Junior, Senior).

CHAPTER 2 : APPLICATIONS, ATTRIBUTIONS, INVITATIONS 
Art. 2.1 – Sports calendar 
1. The Executive Committee will review the tournament requests submitted by promoters in order to plan the USTSF Tour calendar. If it applies, it will also set the date for the United States National Championships, or the competitions which will hold US National Championships events. 

2. A date which has been assigned may only be changed exceptionally and on condition that the USTSF Board of Directors gives its permission. 

3. The sports calendar is updated and published annually on the USTSF website. 

Art. 2.2 – Tournament requests 
1. Tournament requests must be sent to the USTSF Sanctioning Committee, at the latest, at a date permitting to comply with the various deadlines set by the current regulation. 

2. No competition may be organized without permission. 

3. The application to submit an event in the USTSF Tour must contain the following: 

- the precise name of the competition; 

- the year concerned; 

- the name of the promoter in charge and the tournament director, their e-mail and website address; 

- the event venue and date requested; 

- the categories of competitions and name of the table(s) to be played on; 

- related information (match format, prizes…). 

Art. 2.3 – Event location (the United States National Championships) 
1. The place where the United States National Championships (OR Individual Championships) event takes place must be tourist centers or, at least, sizeable towns with businesses and shops proper to satisfy players’ needs when they are not playing as well as those of the persons accompanying them. 

2. The USTSF Board of Directors is solely competent to accept or refuse the place chosen for hosting this event. 

3. If the location where the event is to take place is not definitely secured when submitting the tournament request, the permission will be granted subject to the acceptance of the chosen place. The name of the latter shall be submitted at least 4 months before the competition is to take place. 

If necessary, the promoter organizing the event will submit to the USTSF Board of Directors any useful information concerning the chosen venue. If it applies, a member of the Board of Directors or a person it has appointed may be asked to visit the site, at the promoter’s expense. 

4. The distance between the playing venue and the places where players, USTSF official delegates will stay shall not exceed a 20-minute walk. If it does, a regular transport service shall be organized, for free or for a small fee. 

Art. 2.4 – Granting of an official competition 
1. In order to be granted the organization of an official event, the promoter submitting the request must pay a tournament sanctioning fee to the USTSF. This fee must be paid at least 3 months before the opening date of the competition (fees differ depending on the categories of events); if the fee is not paid, the competition shall be removed from the calendar of events. In any case, this fee must be paid to and remains the property of the USTSF even if later and for whatever reason the competition is not held. 

Art. 2.5 – Circumstantial provisions and communication 
1. Once the request has been granted, and at least 3 months before the opening of the competition, the promoter organizing the event shall forward to the USTSF Sanctioning Committee any information useful to draw up circumstantial provisions, including in any case those mentioned in paragraph 3 below. 

2. The USTSF Sanctioning Committee shall automatically publish all the information on the USTSF website. 

3. The information file must necessarily contain the following circumstantial provisions: 

- the event’s title 

- the categories of competitions and the tournament format 

- the closing date of entry (if it applies) 

- the location of the event and all useful addresses 

- the designation of the site 

- the name of the table(s) to be used 

- the date and time of opening 

- the accommodation information 

- the reminder of the applicable provisions on anti-doping struggle 

- the obligations concerning the players’ clothing 

- the name of the party guaranteeing the prize fund

Art. 2.6 – Duration of a competition, number of tables 
1. The normal duration of a competition is two to four days. 

2. The organizer shall make all necessary arrangements to have a sufficient number of tables to ensure the smooth running of the competition. 

3. The USTSF Board of Directors is authorized to depart from the present article’s provisions in case of particular circumstances. 

Art. 2.7 – Organization rights 
1. The attribution of an official competition, which is under the authority of the USTSF, is definite only after the sanctioning fees, set annually by the Board of Directors, are paid. 

2. After the bill is received, the amount set must be paid to the USTSF account within the time frame allowed (3 months before the competition is to take place). 

3. The paid sum remains the property of the USTSF even if, for whatever reason, the competition is not held. 

CHAPTER 3 : RANKING, COMPETITION PROCESS 
Art. 3.1 - Ranking 
1. Each year the Ratings and Rankings Committee will determine the point allocation system for the National rankings and National rating system, for the following year. 

See appendices relating to the ‘National Ranking System’ and ‘National Rating System’ 
Art. 3.2 – Number of participants 
1. The number of participants may be unlimited as long as the deadlines set by the organizers are respected. 

Art. 3.3 - Registration 
1. In case of force major, delays of less than four days from the registration deadline may be accepted. The Sports Committee is then solely competent. 

2. Registration fees are due immediately after registering, even if the player does not take part in the competition. Not showing up in the competitions after registering may be followed by other negative consequences. 

Art. 3.4 – Admissible competitors 
1. Only competitors who comply with the provisions of the USTSF Statutes and are entitled to participate in official competitions. 

2. Competitors will be members of the USTSF or licensed by their ITSF member nation’s Federation. A competitor who has been sanctioned by his/her federation cannot take part in any competition of the USTSF Tour. 

Art. 3.5 – Approved registrations 
1. The responsibility to set the list of participants is solely given to the promoter under the aegis of the USTSF. 

2. No objection against a qualification or the validity of a registration may be retained during the official competition. 

3. Each objection of this kind is to be submitted in writing to the USTSF Executive Committee
4. Any participant who believes he/she has been wronged by a decision against them may appeal through the USTSF Executive Committee. The USTSF Executive Committee decides in first instance and its decision is final. 

Art. 3.6 – Competitors’ compensation 
1. The organizer of an official event may pay compensation to the competitors. 
2. The competitors ranked 1 to 3 are encouraged to attend the announcement of the results for any official competition under the aegis of the USTSF. 

3. In addition to paying tournament sanctioning fees, set by the Board of Directors, the organizer of an official event shall pay compensation to the players in accordance with the provisions in effect (if the case applies). It also applies to the official delegate of the USTSF. 

4. If a competition is cancelled while the players and the USTSF official delegate have already set out on their journey to go there within a reasonable period of time, the promoter will, besides the payment of the tournament sanctioning fee which remains the property of the USTSF, pay the unnecessarily occurred expenses of the USTSF official delegate, except in case of unavoidable circumstances (case of force major) duly checked and accepted by the USTSF Board of Directors. 

Art. 3.7 - Events 
1. The Singles and Doubles competitions will count towards the individual ranking  and ratings of the competitors, in the Women’s, Open, Junior, Senior and other categories recognized by the USTSF.  Events that do not qualify as counting toward an individuals rating are, but not limited to, Goalie War, forward shootout, handicapped events, dyps, or any other specialty event.
Art. 3.8 - Competitors qualified for the final stage 
1. Depending on the course of the sports season and commitments with partners, either awards will be presented to the best players of the season or a final competition will be organized with the best players of the season.  In that case, awards shall be presented during this final competition.

CHAPTER 4 : FAILURE TO APPEAR, FORFEITURE, EXPULSION, TRANSGRESSION 
Art. 4.1 – Seeded players failing to appear 
Art. 4.2 - Expulsion 
1. If a player is expelled off a competition, all the matches played as well as future matches are cancelled. Technical results of cancelled matches will not be taken into account for the rankings or ratings. 

2. In case a player is expelled during the competition, his/her compensation payment is fully cancelled. This also applies to money awards. If it applies, the amounts already paid to the player shall be reimbursed. 

Art. 4.3 - Forfeiture 
1. Any player who doesn’t finish a match shall lose that match as forfeit. 

Art. 4.4 - Transgression 
1. The following are considered to be transgressions towards the Statutes and the regulations and are treated as such by the Board of Directors, when a player 

- does not respect the regulations in effect; 

- does not pay his/her registration fees; 

- withdraws from one or several matches; 

- is expelled from a competition. 

- violates the USTSF Code of Conduct
CHAPTER 5 : GENERAL CONDITIONS OF ORGANIZATION 
Art. 5.1 – Referees’ and players’ attire, wearing advertisements for brands 
1. The referees’ dress code is set by the Referee Committee or, if not, by the promoter. It must be identical for all referees. It may include a shoulder patch specifying the referee’s level (see appendices). 

2. The players and the referees are personally responsible for their attire.
3. On their clothing, players may wear the logo of the federation they belong to, their champion’s badges if the case applies, and, subject to the particular provisions of the present article, sponsors’ logos. In individual and team championships, the advertisements worn by the players of the same federation may be different as far as personal advertising is concerned, but advertising supplied by the event organizer must be identical. 



4. Players must wear their competition attire during the opening ceremony and when they are in the ‘finals area’. For the award and closing ceremonies, the required clothing is set for each case, depending on the management of the event and the ceremonies themselves. Except for these obligations, players are free to select their outfits within the parameters set forth in the rules adopted by the USTSF. 

Art. 5.2 – Smoking and alcohol 
1. Neither players nor referees may smoke during the competition. 

The tournament director shall remind all participants about the smoking ban in the hall at the beginning of each playing session. In case of a transgression, the USTSF official delegate can have the competition continue behind closed doors or interrupt it; while telling the organizers that the results will not be accepted; he will then leave the room. 

In such circumstances, the obligation to pay compensation to the players for the whole normal duration of the competition still applies. 

2. Neither players nor referees may be served alcoholic substances during their playing of a match. 

3. Any player or referee, who breaks the provisions of the present article, after the USTSF delegate made the remark to him/her, may be excluded from the competition. 

Art. 5.3 – Anti-doping struggle 
1. Any player taking part in a competition organized by, recognized by or relating to the USTSF, as well as any person giving their support in the interest of that player, is under the obligation of respecting the instructions and prescriptions to be enforced in the field of anti-doping struggle, which form the subject of particular rules: the Anti-Doping Rules. 

2. The USTSF recognizes the Anti-Doping Rules of the ITSF, which gather the administrative (functioning), and legal (repression and sanction) instructions and prescriptions. These Rules are published by the ITSF. The same applies to the list of prohibited medicines and measures. Any modification to these documents shall also be published. 

3. Those associations affiliated, recognized or bound by contract to the USTSF have to include the prohibition of doping in their regulations and the provisions that apply in regards to testing and in case of transgressions. 

4. Any transgression to the provisions enacted in the present article is punishable. Any infringement will be treated in accordance with the Anti-Doping Rules. Depending on the type of products used or held, resorting to penal jurisdiction is not excluded (see the Anti-Doping Rules). 

Art. 5.4 – Match schedule, players’ commitment 
1. The event organizer shall take all necessary measures for the match schedule to be respected. He/she will check that the matches start and finish at suitable times so that players can rest sufficiently, especially at night time. 

Art. 5.5 – Broadcasting the results 
1. The organizer of an official competition shall take all necessary measures to try and obtain Internet live or differed broadcast. 

Careful precautions must be taken in order to disturb the players the least possible during takes, in particular with regards to noise or light. Under no circumstances the player may refuse to be filmed and he/she shall not express demands of any kind. 

2. The promoter organizing an event is recommended to forward on a daily basis the results of matches, with the provisional ranking, to the most qualified press agency and, if possible, to ensure that these results are broadcasted on the radio, television... Likewise, these results shall be forwarded to the USTSF Media Relations Committee. 

CHAPTER 6 : MEDIA 
Art. 6.1 – Broadcasting rights 
1. All the advertising rights on television and in the media belong to the USTSF. 

For each particular case, an arrangement may be made with the organizer if he/she considers it necessary. 

2. Players taking part in any competition organized under the aegis of the USTSF can not claim any right on their image. 

Art. 6.2 – Press and audience information 
1. The event organizer must publish the results and the updated rankings. These must be forwarded to the USTSF without delay. 

2. In the interest of the USTSF and event organizer, the publication shall be made in the international, national and local press. 

3. When the competition is broadcasted on television, the organizer informs the USTSF, as soon as he/she finds out, about the broadcasting channel, and day and time of the broadcast. 

CHAPTER 7 : FORMAL PRESCRIPTIONS (United States National Championships and/or U.S. Championship events) 
Art. 7.1 – Competition management 
1. The organization committee is made up of persons appointed by the USTSF.
2. If the promoter requires it and at its expenses, the USTSF Board of Directors shall delegate one of its members to ensure the direction of the event; in that case, the staff required for the smooth running of the competition shall be put at his/her disposal by the promoter. 

The application must reach the USTSF at least 4 months before the opening date of the competition. The promoter shall be informed of the Board of Director’s decision at least 2 months before the beginning of the event. 

3. The USTSF Board of Directors decides whether the member ensuring the direction of the event will also act as an USTSF official delegate or whether it delegates another person. 

Art. 7.2 – USTSF official delegate 
1. The USTSF Board of Directors freely appoints an USTSF official delegate to a competition. This delegate doesn’t have to be a member of the USTSF Executive Committee or the USTSF Board of Directors. 

No matter whether other members of the USTSF Executive Committee or Board of Directors attend the event, only one person designated as the USTSF official delegate carries the rights and duties set by the Statutes and regulations. 

2. The name of the USTSF official delegate must appear in all published documents and announcements made by the organizer, whenever possible. 

3. The opening and closing ceremonies, as well as the announcement of the medalists of the official event will be preceded by an introduction by the USTSF official delegate. 

4. The task of the USTSF official delegate is also to supervise the course of the sports events. He/she must make sure that the rules in effect are complied with and he/she has full powers to take all useful measures to this end. If it applies, and after consulting the official delegate of the promtoer he/she shall even exclude a transgressing participant. 

Art. 7.3 - Precedence 
1. In all the USTSF events or events in which the USTSF is represented, seating precedence goes to the President of the USTSF or to his/her representative. 

2. In case people representing diplomatic, consular or national authorities are present, it is up to the organizers to determine everyone’s place. 

Art. 7.4 – Flags and colours 
1. The venue where an USTSF event takes place must be decorated with flags and/or banners of the USTSF.
Art. 7.5 - Speeches 
1. During the official reception, the following people may speak: 

- the Delegate of the promoter or his/her representative; 

- the head of a foreign delegation, speaking in the name of all the delegations attending the competitions; 

- the official delegate of the USTSF; 

- any other person invited to do so by the organizer, while respecting the event schedule. 

Art. 7.6 – Opening ceremony 
1. The opening ceremony will take place in the competition venue. 

2. The organizer’s delegate, his/her representative or another prominent person may pronounce a few words of welcome to the participants. If it applies, one of the prominent figures attending the event may speak next. 

3. The USTSF official delegate will then announce the opening of the event of the competition: 

Art. 7.7 – Announcement of the medallists 
1. As soon as the first final is finished, the USTSF official delegate or the organizer’s delegate announces the medalists.
2. It is recommended that The three medalists stand on the podium for filming and pictures. 

Art. 7.8 – Closing ceremony 
1. Immediately after the announcement of the medalists, the USTSF official delegate or the promoter’s delegate closes the competition.
CHAPTER 8 : FINAL PROVISIONS 
Art. 8.1 - Transgressions, discipline and appeal 
1. Any transgression of the present rules and code during the course of an USTSF sanctioned competition will be treated in accordance with the provisions relating to disciplinary action contained in the Disciplinary Rules of the USTSF (see Disciplinary Rules). Any decision made by the Disciplinary Committee may be appealed submitted to the USTSF Executive Committee for appeal, who will set up an appeal commission as per USTSF guidelines . The decision of the Appeal Commission of the USTSF may, be submitted to the ITSF Appeal Commission, made up of members appointed by the ITSF Executive Committee. The decision of the Appeal Commission of the ITSF may, in last resort, be appealed exclusively to the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) in Lausanne, Switzerland, which will reach a final decision according to the Code for Sport-related Arbitration. 

2. Any transgression of the present rules and code during any other tournament under the aegis of the USTSF will be treated in accordance with the disciplinary regulations and laws of the USTSF. Any decision made by the Disciplinary Committee of the USTSF may be submitted to the USTSF Executive Committee for appeal, who will set up an appeal commission as per USTSF guidelines . The decision of the Appeal Commission of the USTSF may, be submitted to the ITSF Appeal Commission, made up of members appointed by the ITSF Executive Committee. The decision of the Appeal Commission of the ITSF may, in last resort, be appealed exclusively to the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) in Lausanne, Switzerland, which will reach a final decision according to the Code for Sport-related Arbitration. 

Art. 8.2 - Abiding by the Statutes and scope of the Code 
1. The present rules are enacted by the USTSF Board of Directors and the Executive Committee of the USTSF, on the basis of the statutory provisions in effect. 

2. The affiliated federations, promoters, associations and clubs affiliated to the USTSF, and contract partners commit themselves to abide by them and have them enforced. 

Art. 8.3 - Safeguard clause 
1. If any change/addition proves to be necessary in the short term, the USTSF Executive Committee, or the Delegate on site will make the decisions until the changes are made. These decisions are transitively valid. 

APPENDICES 
1: NATIONAL RATING SYSTEM 
2: GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR THE USTSF TOUR 
3: OFFICIALCOMPETITION AND TRAINING  TABLES 
4: TOURNAMENT REQUEST – APPLICATION FORM 
5: SPECIFICATIONS – USTSF TOUR - 2007/2008 SEASON 
6: RESPONSIBILITIES ON THE TOURNAMENT – SAMPLE FORM 
APPENDIX 1 : NATIONAL RATING SYSTEM 
Your rating is based on your performance in rated tournaments and events, as determined by a ratings methodology and formula developed by Elo). Basically, each time you play a match, your rating will go up if you win and down if you lose. It will go up more if you beat a player who is rated above you, less if you beat a player who is rated below you. The opposite, of course, is true if you lose: your rating will go down more if you lose to someone rated below you, and less if you lose to a player who is rated above you. Essentially, the better your opponent is, the more points you will gain by beating them but the less points you will lose by losing to them. The exact amount your rating increases or decreases, depends on a complex formula. For instance: if you beat a much lower rated player you might gain only 1 point, if you beat an equal rated player you gain more points, and if you upset a much higher rated player you might gain many points. Conversely, in those situations your opponent loses the same amount of points as you gained. Note: its also possible for your rating not to change at all for a given match (i.e., you’re rated so much higher/lower than your opponent that you only gain/lose less than half a point, which will be rounded off to zero). This differing amounts of gaining/losing points is based on the concept that the higher rated player is “supposed” to win (so each player gains/loses just a few points), but if the lower rated player beats the higher rated player he gains a lot more points and the higher rated player loses a lot more points (on the basis that either the higher rated player isn’t as good as his points indicate, or the lower rated players is better than his points indicate, or a combination thereof). 

 

Whether you win or place or come in last in a tournament has no bearing on your rating, only whom you play in each match and how you did against them. This has the advantage of not causing players to get over-rated by winning or placing highly in a tournament with a weak field, or getting under-rated by losing quickly but to top players, etc. 

Matches won by “byes”, matches won/lost by forfeit, or matches where the players are not counted in the ratings, since the match outcome does not reflect playing skill and thus the rating change wouldn’t represent a valid skill adjustment. 

2. Rules for Ratings Update 
􀂾Ratings will be updated no less than 2 times per year 

APPENDIX 2 : GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR THE USTSF TOUR 
USTSF Tour: tournament categories and levels 

There are 6 different types of events, as follows: 

- ITSF Sanctioned Events (open)
- United States National Championships (open)
- Regional Championships (open)
- State Championships (open)
Team events (team)
Other events

Each state can apply to have maximum 1 State Tournament per USTSF Table Type.  Each Region may apply to have 1 regional Championship. 
APPENDIX 3 : OFFICIAL AND TRAINING TABLES 
USTSF OFFICIAL COMPETITION AND TRAINING TABLES 
The USTSF acknowledges all tables from all over the world on which table soccer is played. However, it has set up 2 specific table categories which meet precise criteria and which enable them to benefit from particular rights, such as being the table on which the National Championship competitions are played. These 2 categories are: 1. USTSF Official Competition Tables, 2. USTSF Training Tables. 

The USTSF recognizes the Official and Recognized Tables of the ITSF as per the criteria set forth by the ITSF.  These tables are suitable for competitions organized under the USTSF as per the USTSF Sport Code. By default all ITSF Tables are automatically USTSF Official Competition Tables and any Sanctioning fees associated with USTSF Official Competition Table Status are waived
Manufacturers of USTSF Official Competition and USTSF Training Tables may be required to pay an annual sanctioning fee the amount of which is voted every year by the USTSF Board of Directors. 

USTSF OFFICIAL COMPETITION TABLES 
To become a USTSF Official Competition Table, a written application must be submitted to the USTSF Board of Directors. This application can be submitted at any time of the year. There is a non-refundable application fee of $ XXX.XX that is due upon receipt of the application for sanctioning (this fee may be waived under certain circumstances).

Any of the USTSF sanctioned tournaments may be organized on these tables. 

Official Tables are submitted to a vote of the USTSF Board of Directors every year; the sanctioning is valid for one year. 

Manufacturers of USTSF Official Competition Tables may be required to pay an annual sanctioning fee the amount of which is voted every year by the USTSF Board of Directors. 

Tables in this category are suitable for competitive events.  

During the evaluation process, if a table is not qualified to be a USTSF competition table, it will be evaluatied for USTSF Traing table status, at no additional charge.

USTSF Official Competition Tables may be used for any USTSF Sanctioned Tournament (with the exception of events that are also ITSF sanctioned, where ITSF table rules and regulations additionally apply).

Criteria to become an Official Competition table 
- formal written request must be made to the USTSF

- Application fee received by the USTSF (if applicable)
-  respecting the environment, 

- respecting the human rights; 

- To be made with quality materials; 
- Access to the production model tables must be provided by the manufacturer (possibly, including shipping to and from the evaluators) to the USTSF Equipment Standards Committee Designated Evaluators.  Details on the length and depth of the evaluation are to be worked out in a case by case basis with the manufacturer.

- To meet the criteria defined by the USTSF Equipment Standards Committee regarding playing in              competition, durability, quality of construction, etc; 

- table playing characteristics

- Reliability of the manufacturer’s company: 

- It must be able to sell nationwide and satisfy the demand; 

- It must respect competitors (especially regarding copyright and patent protections); 

USTSF TRAINING TABLES

To become a USTSF Training table, a written application must be submitted to the USTSF. This application can be submitted at any time of the year. There is a non-refundable application fee of $ XXX.XX that is due upon receipt of the application for sanctioning (this fee may be waived under certain circumstances).

The Training Tables manufacturers may be required to pay an annual fee the amount of which is voted every year by the Board of Directors. 

USTSF Training tables are suitable for practicing for competitive events and for promotional type events.

USTSF Training tables may be used for events such as USTSF promotions or other table soccer activities, as well as competitions below the State Championship level of Competition, as per the USTSF Sport Code.
Criteria to become a USTSF Training table 

- Formal written request for sanctioning of the table submitted to the USTSF

- Application fee received by the USTSF (if applicable)
- Access to the production model tables must be provided by the manufacturer (possibly, including shipping to and from the evaluators) to the USTSF Equipment Standards Committee Designated Evaluators.  Details on the length and depth of the evaluation are to be worked out in a case by case basis with the manufacturer.

- respecting the environment, 

- respecting the human rights; 

-  To be made with quality materials; 

-  To meet the criteria defined by the USTSF Equipment Standards Committee regarding training in the sport of Table soccer, quality of construction, durability of table, etc; 

- playing characteristics

-   Reliability of the manufacturer’s company: 

-  It must be able to sell nationwide and satisfy the demand; 

- It must respect competitors (especially regarding copyright and patent protections); 

APPENDIX 4 : TOURNAMENT REQUEST – APPLICATION FORM 
Each promoter can submit tournaments in the USTSF Tour by filling in the application form available from on the USTSF website www.ustsf.org. 

APPENDIX 5 : SPECIFICATIONS – USTSF TOUR, 
A – United States National Championships 
In this document, the phrase ‘United States National Championships’ is shortened to ‘USNC’. 

I – The Organizer/promoter 

1.1 – GENERAL PRINCIPLE 
In order to submit a tournament in the USTSF Tour, each applicant must comply scrupulously with the conditions explained herein. 

Any application to organize an event must be submitted online using the online form on the USTSF website www.ustsf.org (see submitting form in appendix). 

1.1.1 Any USTSF affiliated promoter may organize the USNC event. 

1.1.2 An application file shall be joined to the application. In particular, the application file must contain the following items: 

- the ratification of the present Specifications; 

- the precise name of the competition; 

- the year concerned; 

- the name of the promoter in charge, their e-mail and website address; 

- the event venue1 and date requested; 

- a provisional budget for the event; 

- the categories of competitions and name of the table(s) to be played on; 

- related information (match format, prizes…). 

- Which USNC category event is being requested ( for example, USTSF Junior Championships, USTSF Senior Championships, US National Open and Women’s Championships, etc.)

(1) : see. art. 2.3 of the Sports Code 

1.1.3 An Organizing Committee (OC) shall be appointed by the promoter, with the approval of the USTSF Executive Committee. It will have all freedom to make up a staff including enough persons to take care of the different tasks relating to the tournament, in particular for: 

- the registration table, 

- updating final charts and launching elimination matches, 

- selling or renting various products, 

- respecting the timing as a general rule, 

- running any teams competitions (if applicable), 

- technical performances (video, sound, light…), 

- assisting referees, 

- welcoming players and spectators, 

- welcoming journalists, VIPs, media, prominent political figures, partners, sponsors…, 

- the catering area, 

- hotel booking management, if necessary, 

- the information stand, if necessary, 

- transport, if necessary, 

- preparing formal ceremonies, 

- fitting-out the venue and taking care of the different types of display, 

- 

- hygiene (venue and surrounding spaces cleanliness), 

- assisting medical staff and the persons responsible for anti-doping tests, 

- safety, 

- financial management (cashing registration fees, awarding the prizes…), 

- … 

1.1.4 The composition of the Organizing Committee must be handed over to the USTSF Delegate. 

1.1.5 An OC President or Tournament Director shall be appointed by the organizers in order to simplify 
communication between the parties. 

1.1.6 The OC must fill up the Responsibilities form and display it during the tournament
In 
the same way, the OC shall make a list of the referees available during the tournament and display this 
list. 

1.1.7 The tournament is supervised by an USTSF Delegate, appointed by the UTSF Executive Committee 
or the Board of Directors. 

1.1.8 The ‘Specifications’ are a convention signed between the organizer/promoter and the USTSF. If the 
organizer/promoter does not comply with one of the clauses, it may be refused the attribution of the 
tournament by the USTSF Sanctioning Committee on the following year, with the approval of the Board 
of Directors. 

1.1.9 The results shall be forwarded to the USTSF within 72 hours at the most after the end of the 
tournament. In case the organizer broadcasts the results live on the web, he/she shall supply the 
corresponding web link to the USTSF. 

1.2 - TECHNICAL ASPECTS 
So as to ensure the players an optimum quality as far as game conditions are concerned, the organizers must necessarily respect the following technical conditions: 

1.2.1 THE SPORTS VENUE: 

The competition will take place in a venue that can contain an appropriate number of playing tables with a playing 
area of 12yd2 for each table. The venue must also have a big enough area to relax and a catering area. Extra rooms 
should also be made available for referees and VIPs (journalists, prominent political figures). 

1.2.2 DECORATION: 

The venue will have enough decorative elements such as plants,  welcome banners, flags and banners representing the USTSF, the promoter, …. 

1.2.3 COMFORT: 

Optimum comfort conditions have to be supplied to participants and to the spectators. The organizer will pay 
particular attention to the outside surroundings, the venue heating, the absence of devices or other equipment 
causing noise, smelling pollution or other pollution inside the venue… 

1.2.4 LIGHTING: 

A minimum of 600 LUX on floor are necessary to ensure a satisfactory visibility. 

1.2.5 PODIUM AND OFFICIAL CEREMONIES: 

A sufficient area shall be dedicated to official ceremonies. 

1.2.6 PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM: 

The venue must be fitted with a public address system (amplifier, micro). The quality of this system must enable the organizers to announce matches. Remote or outside areas (refreshment stall, for instance) must also benefit from a public address system. 

1.2.7 PLAYING TABLES: 

A sufficient number of playing tables are required to ensure the smooth running of the competitions. However, depending on the number of pre-registered players, the organizer shall make sure that there are enough tables to meet the schedule of matches. 

1.2.8 FINALS AREA: 

The organizer must fit out a ‘finals area’ within the playing area. It will be essentially dedicated to the matches of team competitions (if applicable) and to important matches of the final stage. The finals area shall be surrounded by a grandstand and shall consist of at least 3 playing tables to provide for the l team matches (if applicable) and for the other important matches as needed. 

1.2.9 VIDEO BROADCASTING: 

The USTSF recommends, As a minimum, 1 color TV screens (minimum 51 cm) and a camera will be supplied by the promoter to ensure the broadcasting of important matches (in the finals area), in particular from the semi-finals on, to avoid huge gathering around playing tables. 

1.2.10 INSURANCE: 

The venue and the players shall be insured by the organizer of the tournament. 

1.3- TOURNAMENT MANAGEMENT 
1.3.1 The USTSF shall work with the organizer to help ensure the smooth running of the tournament, through the effective and productive attendance of its Delegate. 

1.3.2 Software for running the tournament can be made available to the organizing party. Other software, provided through the organizer may be used with prior approval from the USTSF.  The organizer, for its part, shall have to provide the necessary equipment for this software to work properly. 

1.3.3 The recording of the results will be entrusted to a person(s) who will dedicate his/her time to this task. At least one person will be made available by the organizers. 

1.3.4 The USTSF will attend on the spot to the smooth running of the tournament, through the USTSF Delegate for the organization and through the Head Official (referees’ representative) for the smooth running of matches. 

1.3.5 As soon as the results of the tournament have been forwarded, the USTSF will broadcast them worldwide. 

1.3.6 General Provisions: 

1.3.6.1 Pre- registrations to the tournament shall be made at least 15 days before the beginning of the event. The same system is advised for the other types of registrations. Only one team or player’s registration will be permitted. 

1.3.6.2 The competition will take place in accordance with the official rules in effect (Rules and sport code adopted by the USTSF). 

1.3.6.3 Amount of registration fees: the amount can be set freely within what is reasonable for an event of 
this size.
1.3.6.4 Prize money will be paid directly by the organization as soon as possible during the tournament 
(the organization shall, if necessary call out the players). Prize money amounts shall be fair in comparison 
with the registrations amount and the total number of players. 

1.3.7 THE COMPETITION 

1.3.7.1 The competition shall be open to any current USTSF member in good standing. 

1.3.7.2 The competition shall include Singles and Doubles events in the following categories: Women’s, Open, Juniors (less than 18 years old), Seniors (50 and over), teams competition may be added as well. 

1.3.7.3 The duration of the main competition (events that count towards ratings or rankings) shall not exceed 4 days. 

1.3.7.4 In Singles and Doubles, the competition shall have at least 16 Top Seeds; the positions will be allocated to the best 16 participants in the tournament (players or teams), according to the USTSF National ratings. 

1.3.7.5 The seeded players (per the USTSF National Ratings) shall wear proper attire, 
1.3.7.6 Organizers can choose their tournament format; however they shall comply with the following 
criteria: 

􀂃The time schedule of each competition program shall be strictly abided by. The organizer shall pay particular attention to make announcements with the microphone or via other methods so as to ensure that the players get all the necessary information to play their matches at the required time. Players shall be informed of any exceptional change in the schedule. 

􀂃As far as possible, competitions shall start and finish on the same day. 

􀂃The organizer shall schedule the finals of each competition so as they may be viewed by the greatest number of spectators. 

􀂃Whatever the number of participants, the tournament format shall remain the same as 
chosen initially. After the qualifications, the eliminatory phases shall take place as soon as 
possible, when tables become available. 

1.4- ADVERTISING THE EVENT 
1.4.1 Contacts shall be made with all local and national media, at least 3 times and 3 months before the beginning 
of the competition. The organizer may ask the USTSF to make these contacts and, in this case, it shall send to the 
USTSF a complete list of the media to be contacted and a press release to be circulated. 

1.4.2 The OC shall prepare a one-page document (letter format recommended) including the photos of the 
different officials and important members of the organization, Top-3 players, and so on. This document 
will be displayed on the tournament site, in particular for journalists and spectators. It is also advisable to 
prepare an event leaflet, which will be distributed free of charge or at a low cost, so as to inform 
spectators in particular on the schedule. 

1.4.3 The organizers shall make sure that they have an important number of photos of high (professional) 
quality at the end of the tournament, showing general aspects of the competition but mostly of players 
getting medals/thropies/awards on the podium. 

1.4.4 The organizer shall ensure local and, if possible, national publicity of the tournament through a 
poster advertising campaign. 

1.4.5 Invitations 

The following people shall be invited: 

- sponsors; 

- partners; 

- media ; 

- prominent political figures of the country/state/locality: the, high sports authorities, the National Olympic Committee, regional and local authorities, the town mayor, important sports organizations that are established in the tournament’s close surroundings; 

- possibly schools and other educational establishments; 

- … 

1.5- HEALTH AND SAFETY 
The organizer must absolutely ensure that health and safety conditions are met and in particular: 

- enforce a no smoking and no alcohol policy within the play area; 

- forbid eating and drinking in the playing area ; 

- put at the players’ disposal enough litter bins; 

- ensure that food and drinks on sale have not reached their expiry date; 

- care for the physical safety of players and spectators. 

Besides, the competition venue, as well as the surrounding areas shall be clean at all times. The organizers will make sure that they have enough staff to comply with this clause. 

II – THE USTSF 

For its part, the United States Table Soccer Federation commits itself to respecting the following points. 
2.1- ADVERTISING THE EVENT 
2.1.1 The USTSF will advertise the tournament nationwide. However, the organizer will be in charge of setting up a complete presentation file 3 months before the tournament’s beginning, stating as a minimum the following circumstantial provisions: 

- the event’s title 

- the categories of competitions and the tournament format 

- the closing date of entry (if it applies) 

- the location of the event and all useful addresses 

- the designation of the site 

- the name of the table to be used 

- the date and time of opening 

- the accommodation information 

- a reminder of the applicable provisions on anti-doping struggle 

- the obligations concerning the players’ clothing 

2.1.2 The information package will be available on the USTSF website. 

2.1.3 Depending on the agreements made by the USTSF with sponsors, the organizer will also benefit from the 
advantages negotiated with them. 

2.2 – RANKING and rating 
At the end of the competition, provided the organizers have sent in the tournament results, the USTSF will update the different National rankings and ratings, available through its website (ratings are updated at least 2 times per year). 

III – RESPONSIBILITIES, DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES 

3.1 – Ensuring that players comply with the Sports Code 
3.1.1 Definition 

That includes controls in the following fields: 

- that matches start on time; 

- that players and referees wear attire in compliance with the Dress Code; 

- that no one be allowed to smoke or drink alcohol in the playing area; 

- that all players taking part in a competition hold current membership in the USTSF; 

- … 

3.1.2 Responsibility 

This control is carried out by the OC. 

However, the OC may be helped in its task by a qualified staff approved by the USTSF.
3.2 – Ensuring that the Organization Committee complies with the Sports Code 
The Organization Committee is notably responsible for the staff members under its authority and must answer for them in all circumstances. 

This control concerns all the obligations that are the responsibilities of the OC and organizer as a general rule, and in particular the contractual provisions agreed on with the USTSF that are listed in the Specifications. Therefore it includes fields as varied as the management of the registration table and the competition as a whole, equipment maintenance, players’ comfort, lighting, public address system for the venue, etc. 

This control is carried out by the USTSF Delegate. However, he/she may delegate this task to the organizer/promoter’s delegate, if he/she thinks that the designated delegate is competent (in particular regarding his/her knowledge of the rules in effect). 

3.3 – Ensuring that players comply with the game and behaviour rules 
This control is carried out by the referee who is on duty for the match. 

If the match has no referee, and only in case of unsportsmanlike behaviour, see article 3.1: ‘Ensuring that players comply with the Sports Code’. 

3.4 – Referees’ appointment 
The Referee Committee of the USTSF appoints a person who is responsible for the referees on the tournament, the ‘Head Official’. 

However, the organizer/promoter must appoint an assistant to the Head Official. 

The Head Official will give instructions to this assistant on the site. 

The head official (appointed by the USTSF Referee Committee) shall be compensated for his/her time and duties.  This cost shall be paid by the promoter/organizer and shall be set by the USTSF Board of Directors (with input from the Referee Committee)

The assistant shall appoint a deputy (or several deputies) to substitute him/her in case he/she is unavailable. 

The Head Official has the following powers (see. Rule Book and Referee’s Code): 

- appointment of referees every time that is necessary, 

- interpretation of game rules on the tournament. 

3.5 – Disciplinary procedures 
Reminder of the Sports Code, art. 3.5, paragraph 4: 

« Any participant who believes he/she has been wronged by a decision against them may appeal USTSF Executive Committee. The USTSF Executive Committee decides in first instance and its decision is final. » 

3.5.1 – Transgression committed by a player 

The OC is given full scope to solve the problem amicably on site, when this is possible. It will make reference in particular to the current rules to decide which steps to take. In case the player disagrees, or if the transgression is serious enough, i.e. it can lead, according to the OC, to disqualification or expulsion of the player, the OC shall inform the USTSF Delegate of the transgression. The USTSF Delegate will decide, depending on the kind of transgression and its seriousness if he/she leaves full powers to the OC to settle the conflict or not. In this case, the person who committed the transgression will in no way be able to appeal against the decision of the OC to the USTSF Delegate. 

In the case when the OC has all powers to settle the matter (i.e. if the USTSF Delegate gave him/her this power), his/her decision on the measures to be taken relating to the recorded transgression shall be final. If the measures taken are those of a disciplinary procedure, the OC will establish a detailed report, with supporting evidence and testimonies, which he/she will forward to the Disciplinary Committee of the USTSF. However, he/she may decide, and he/she has the sole power to do so, to exclude the player from the competition, even before the matter is brought in front of the Disciplinary Committee, as a provisional measure. 

3.5.2 – Transgressions committed by the organizing body 

Any transgression committed by the tournament organizers is recorded by the USTSF Delegate. Depending on the recorded transgression and his/her judgment, he/she will decide whether the tournament can continue or if some of its attributions have to be modified
- If the transgression does not come within the field of disciplinary procedures, the USTSF Delegate forwards a report about the recorded incident to the USTSF Executive Committee, with a copy to the USTSF Board of Directors. 

- If the transgression comes within the field of disciplinary procedures, he/she shall forward a detailed report, with supporting evidence and testimonies, to the Disciplinary Committee of the USTSF, with a copy to the Executive Committee and to the Board of Directors. 

3.5.3 – Interpreting cases of force majeure 

The cases of force majeure mean those mentioned in the Sports Code and those similar to extenuating circumstances for the committed transgressions. 

Their interpretation, which can lead the different persons in charge to be lenient concerning the disciplinary consequences of the corresponding transgression, is the responsibility of the OC, except if it is itself involved in the transgression, in which case it is the USTSF Delegate’s responsibility to interpret the would-be extenuating circumstances. 

In case the disciplinary consequences of a transgression are the responsibility of the USTSF Delegate, the OC shall submit to him/her its personal interpretation of the would-be case of force majeure, but it will be up to the USTSF Delegate to make a final decision concerning the sanctions to be given for the recorded transgression. 

3.5.4 – Persons in charge: unavailability and substitutes 

This part of the document deals with exceptional cases such as the absence or unavailability of the persons in charge in a tournament. 

3.5.4.1 – Absence of the OC 

The attending members of the organization body shall choose among them a new OC. 

3.5.4.2 - Absence of the USTSF Delegate 

If a member of the USTSF Executive Committee or the Board of Directors is present (including the President of the USTSF), he/she may decide to act as the USTSF Delegate but he/she is not obliged to do so (since he/she has not been officially delegated to do so); this person is then called ‘USTSF Supervisor’. If several members of the USTSF Executive Committee are present and if several of them want to become USTSF Supervisor, they shall appoint only one person 

among them. If they cannot come to an agreement, the most tenured candidate will act as ‘USTSF Supervisor’. 

If there is no USTSF Supervisor: 

- Ensuring that players comply with the Sports Code is first done by the OC, then by the Promoter 

- Ensuring that the Organization Committee complies with the Sports Code 
In cases of obvious transgressions noticed by players or other people (referees for instance), it is their responsibility to make a detailed report about the transgression, with supporting evidence and testimonies, and send it to the USTSF Head Office, which will forward it to the USTSF Board of Directors and the Executive Committee, who will both be in charge of deciding on possible disciplinary consequences for the case. 

- Disciplinary procedures 
Any person connected with the tournament (players, referees and other officials) who wants to undertake a disciplinary procedure against a third party must send his/her request and, if necessary, his/her report, to the OC which will forward it to the Disciplinary Committee of the USTSF. 

- Transgressions committed by players 
The steps to be taken are those described in article 3.5.1 but the promoter  makes the final decision and forwards the disciplinary cases. If he/she is absent, the OC does it. 

- Transgressions committed by the organizing body 
See “Ensuring that the Organization Committee complies with the Sports Code” 

- Interpretation of cases of force majeure 
It is the responsibility of the OC, unless it is involved; in that case it is the responsibility of the promoter to interpret such cases. 

3.5.4.3 - Absence of the promoter: 

The entire forwarding task which is normally the responsibility of the promoter is suppressed, thus the information goes directly to the USTSF Delegate. In the highly unlikely event of the USTSF Delegate, an USTSF Supervisor and the promoter all being absent at the same time, the OC will report any incident that may happen to the USTSF Executive Committee, with a copy to the Board of Directors, and no sports results will be approved by the USTSF (thus, no point will be allocated to players for the National ranking). 

3.5.4.4 - Absence of the Head Official 

The referee with the highest qualification level takes on automatically the position of Referees’ Supervisor at the tournament. If several referees have the required level, the most tenured/experienced shall be appointed as the person in charge. 

B –‘OPEN’ CATEGORY TOURNAMENTS (Regional Championships, State Championships) 
I – The Promoter/Organizer 

1.1 – GENERAL PRINCIPLE 
In order to submit a tournament in the USTSF Tour, each applicant must comply scrupulously with the conditions explained herein. 

Any application to organize an event must be submitted online using the form on the USTSF website www.ustsf.org (see submitting form in appendix). 

1.1.1 Any affiliated promoter or organizer of the USTSF may organize an ‘Open’ category tournament 
(Regional Championship, State Championship). 

1.1.2 An application file shall be joined to the application. In particular, the application file must contain the following items: 

- the ratification of the present Specifications; 

- the precise name of the competition; 

- the year concerned; 

- the name of the promoter and/or organizer, their e-mail and website address; 

- the event venue and date requested; 

- a provisional budget for the event; 

- the categories of competitions and name of the table(s) to be played on; 

- related information (match format, prizes…). 

1.1.3 An Organizing Committee (OC) shall be appointed by the promoter/organizer with the approval of the USTSF Executive Committee (the OC may be the promotional entity but people within the organization MUST be specified as the OC). It will have all freedom to set up a staff including enough people to take care of the different tasks relating to the tournament, in particular for: 

- the registration table, 

- updating final charts and launching elimination matches, 

- selling or renting various products, 

- respecting the timing as a general rule, 

- assisting referees, 

- the catering area, 

- fitting-out the venue and taking care of the different types of display, 

- hygiene (venue and surrounding spaces cleanliness), 

- assisting medical staff and the persons responsible for anti-doping tests, 

- safety, 

- financial management (cashing registration fees, awarding the prizes…), 

- … 

1.1.4 A Tournament Director shall be appointed by the organizers in order to simplify communication 
between the parties. 

1.1.5 The OC must fill up the Responsibility form (see appendices) and display it during the tournament. In the same way, the OC shall make a list of the referees available during the tournament and display this list. 

1.1.6 The ‘Specifications’ are a convention signed between the promoter/organizer and the USTSF. If the promoter does not comply with one of the clauses, it may be refused the attribution of the 

tournament by the USTSF Sanctioning Committee on the following year, with the approval of the USTSF 
Board of Directors. 

1.1.7 The results shall be forwarded to the USTSF within 72 hours at the most after the end of the tournament. In case the organizer broadcasts the results live on the web, it shall supply the corresponding web link to the USTSF. 

1.2 - TECHNICAL ASPECTS 
So as to ensure the players an optimum quality as far as playing conditions are concerned, the organizers must necessarily respect the following technical conditions: 

1.2.1 THE SPORTS VENUE: 

The competition will take place in a venue that contains enough playing tables to facilitate the timely completion of events and compliance with the prescribed schedule , with a playing area of 12 yd2 for each table. The venue must also have a big 

enough area to relax and a catering area. Extra rooms should also be made available for referees. 

1.2.2 DECORATION: 

The venue will have enough decorative elements such as plants, welcome banners …. 

1.2.3 COMFORT: Optimum comfort conditions have to be supplied to participants and to the spectators. The organizer will pay particular attention to the outside surroundings, the venue heating, the absence of devices or other equipment causing noise, smelling pollution or other pollution inside the venue… 

1.2.4 LIGHTING: A minimum of 600 LUX on floor are necessary to ensure a satisfactory visibility. 

1.2.5 PODIUM: A sufficient area will be reserved for prizes awards 

1.2.6 PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM: 

The venue must be fitted with a public address system (amplifier, micro). The quality of this system must enable the organizers to announce matches. Remote or outside areas (refreshment stall, for instance) must also benefit from a public address system. 

1.2.7 PLAYING TABLES: 

A minimum number of 32 playing tables are required. However, depending on the number of pre-registered players, the organizer shall make sure that there are enough tables to meet the schedule of matches (this requirement may be waived with prior approval from the Sanctioning Committee so long as there are enough tables to comply with the published schedule.
1.2.8 FINALS AREA: 

The organizer must fit out a ‘finals area’ within the playing area. It will be essentially dedicated to the important matches of the final stage. The finals area shall consist of at least 2 playing tables and, if possible will be surrounded by a grandstand. 

1.2.10 INSURANCE: 

The venue and the players shall be insured by the organizer of the tournament. 

1.3 – TOURNAMENT MANAGEMENT 
1.3.1 Software may be made available to the organizing party. The organizer, for its part, shall have to provide the necessary equipment for this software to work properly. 

1.3.2 The recording of the results will be entrusted to a person who will dedicate all his/her time to this task. At least one person will be made available by the organizers. 

1.3.3 As soon as the results of the tournament have been forwarded, the USTSF will broadcast them. 

1.3.4 General provisions: 

1.3.4.1 Only one team’s or player’s registration will be permitted. 

1.3.4.2 The competition will take place in accordance with the official rules in effect (Rule Book, Sports Code). 

1.3.4.3 Amount of registration fees: the amount can be set  by the promoter/organizer within reason.
1.3.4.4 Prize money will be paid directly by the organization as soon as possible during the tournament (the organization shall, if necessary, call out the players). Prize money amounts shall be fair in comparison with the registrations amount and the total number of players. 

1.3.5 THE COMPETITION 

1.3.5.1 Current USTSF membership (or a valid player license from an ITSF member federation) is required for participation in Open Event Catagories (Open, Womens, Juniors, Seniors Singles and Doubles) 

1.3.5.2 It is strongly advised that the competition should include Singles and Doubles events in the following categories: Women’s, Open, Juniors (less than 18 years old), Seniors (50 and over). 

1.3.5.4 The duration of the tournament will not exceed 4 days for the main events. 

1.3.5.5 Organizers can choose their tournament format; however they shall comply with the following criteria: 

􀂃The time schedule of each competition program shall be strictly abided to. The organizer shall pay particular attention to make announcements with the microphone or via other methods so as to ensure that the players get all the necessary information to play their matches at the required time. Players shall be informed of any exceptional change in the schedule. 

􀂃Competitions shall start and finish on the same day if possible. 

􀂃The organizer shall schedule the finals of each competition so as they may be viewed by the greatest number of spectators. 

􀂃Whatever the number of participants, the tournament format shall remain the same as chosen initially. After the qualifications, the eliminatory phases shall take place as soon as possible, when tables become available. 

􀂃Unless the number of participants is particularly high, the competition must not exceed 14 hours per day, and it should finish before 10 p.m. on the last day. 

1.4 – ADVERTISING THE EVENT 
1.4.1 Contacts shall be made with all local media, and if possible with the national media. 

1.4.2 The OC shall prepare a one-page document (letter format recommended) including the photos of the different officials and important members of the organization, Top-3 players or country champions, and so on. This document will be displayed on the tournament site, in particular for journalists and spectators. 

1.4.3 The organizers shall make sure that they have an important number of photos of high quality at the end of the tournament, showing general aspects of the competition, but mostly of players getting medals/trophies/awards on the podium. 

1.4.4 The organizer will ensure local and, if possible, national publicity of the tournament through a poster advertising campaign. 

1.4.5 Invitations 

The following people shall be invited: 

- sponsors; 

- partners; 

- media; 

- prominent political figures of the region: local sports and political authorities, the town mayor, important sports organizations that are established in the tournament’s close surroundings; 

- possibly schools and other educational establishments; 

- … 

1.5 – HEALTH AND SAFETY 
The organizer must absolutely ensure that health and safety conditions are met and in particular: 

- enforce a no smoking and no alcohol policy within the play area; 

- put at the players’ disposal enough litter bins; 

- ensure that food and drinks on sale have not reached their expiry date; 

- care for the physical safety of players and spectators. 

II – THE USTSF 

For its part, the United States Table Soccer Federation commits itself to respecting the following points. 
2.1 – ADVERTISING THE EVENT 
2.1.1 The USTSF will advertise the tournament Nationwide. However, the organizer will be in charge of setting up a complete presentation file 2 months before the tournament’s beginning, stating as a minimum the following circumstantial provisions: 

- the event’s title 

- the categories of competitions and the tournament format 

- the closing date of entry (if it applies) 

- the location of the event and all useful addresses 

- the designation of the site 

- the name of the table(s) to be used 

- the date and time of opening 

- the accommodation information 

- a reminder of the applicable provisions on anti-doping struggle 

- the obligations concerning the players’ clothing 

2.1.2 The information package will be available on the USTSF website. 

2.1.3 Depending on the agreements made by the USTSF with sponsors, the organizer will also benefit from the advantages negotiated with them. 

2.2 – USTSF NATIONAL RANKING 
At the end of the competition, provided the organizers have sent in the tournament results, the USTSF will update the different national rankings and ratings, available through its website (rating are updated at least 2 times per year). 

III – RESPONSIBILITES, DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES 

3.1- Ensuring that players comply with the Sports Code 
3.1.1 Definition 

That includes controls in the following fields: 

- that matches start on time; 

- that players and referees wear attire in compliance with the Dress Code; 

- that no one be allowed to smoke in the playing area; 

- that all players taking part in a competition hold a valid international player license from an ITSF member federation or current USTSF membership; 

- … 

3.1.2 Responsibility 

This control is carried out by the OC. 

However, the OC may be helped in its task by a qualified staff approved by the promoter.
3.2 – Ensuring that the Organization Committee complies with the Sports Code 
The Organization Committee is notably responsible for the staff members under its authority and must answer for them in all circumstances. 

This control concerns all the obligations that are the responsibilities of the OC and organizer as a general rule, and in particular the contractual provisions agreed on with the USTSF that are listed in the Specifications. Therefore it includes fields as varied as the management of the registration table and the competition as a whole, equipment maintenance, players’ comfort, lighting, public address system for the venue, etc. 

This control is carried out by the Promoter. 

3.3 – Ensuring that players comply with the game and behaviour rules 
This control is carried out by the referee who is on duty for the match. 

If the match has no referee, and only in case of unsportsmanlike behaviour, see article 3.1: ‘Ensuring that players comply with the Sports Code’. 

3.4 – Referees’ appointment 
The promoter  must appoint a referees’ supervisor (RS). 

The RS shall appoint a deputy (or several deputies) to substitute him/her in case he/she is unavailable. 

The RS has the following powers: 

- appointment of referees every time that is necessary, 

- interpretation of game rules on the tournament 

3.5 – Disciplinary procedures 
Any person connected with the tournament (players, referees and other officials) who wants to undertake a disciplinary procedure against a third party must submit his/her request and, if it applies, his/her report to the promoter who will forward it to the Disciplinary Committee of the USTSF. 

3.5.1 – Transgression committed by a player 
The OC is given full scope to solve the problem amicably on site, when this is possible. It will make reference in particular to the rules in effect to decide which steps to take. In case the player disagrees, or if the transgression is serious enough, i.e. it can lead, according to the OC, to disqualification or expulsion of the player, the OC must inform the USTSF Delegate of the transgression. The USTSF Delegate’s decision about the steps to be taken concerning the recorded transgression will be final. If the measures taken concern a disciplinary procedure, the promoter shall establish a detailed report, with supporting evidence and testimonies, which he/she will forward to the Disciplinary Committee of the USTSF. 

However, he/she may decide, and has the sole power to do so, to exclude the player from the competition, as a 

provisional measure, even before the matter is brought in front of the Disciplinary Committee. 

3.5.2 – Transgression committed by the Promoter 

Any transgression committed by the tournament organizers is recorded by the USTSF Delegate (if present). Depending on the recorded transgression and his/her judgment, he/she will decide whether the tournament can continue or if some of its attributions have to be modified, like point allocation to the world ranking, for instance 

Recorded transgressions will be treated according to the disciplinary rules and laws of the organizing federation. 

The appeals will be treated pursuant to article 8.1 of the Sports Code. 

3.5.3 – Interpreting cases of force majeure 

The cases of force majeure mean those mentioned in the Sports Code and those similar to extenuating circumstances for the committed transgressions. 

Their interpretation, which can lead the different persons in charge to be lenient concerning the disciplinary consequences of the corresponding transgression, is the responsibility of the OC, except if it is itself involved in the transgression, in which case it is the USTSF Delegates responsibility to interpret the would-be extenuating circumstances. 

In case the disciplinary consequences of a transgression are the responsibility of the USTSF Delegate, the OC shall submit to him/her its personal interpretation of the would-be case of force majeure, but it will be up to the USTSF Delegate to make a final decision concerning the sanctions to be given for the recorded transgression. 

3.5.4 – Persons in charge: unavailability and substitutes 

This part of the document deals with exceptional cases such as the absence or unavailability of the persons in charge in a tournament. 

3.5.4.1 – Absence of the OC 

The attending members of the organization body shall choose among them a new OC. 

3.5.4.2 - Absence of the USTSF Delegate 

The USTSF shall appoint a substitute through whatever means it chooses. However, if its rules or any other circumstances imply that a substitute cannot be found, the responsibilities during an USTSF Open championship are as follows: 

- Ensuring that players comply with the Sports Code 
The control is made by the OC. 

- Ensuring that the OC complies with the Sports Code 
In cases of obvious transgressions noticed by players or other people (referees for instance), it is their responsibility to make a detailed report about the transgression, with supporting evidence and testimonies, and send it to the USTSF Head Office, which will forward it to the USTSF Executive Committee and the Board of Directors, who will both be in charge of deciding on possible disciplinary consequences for the case. 

- Disciplinary procedures 
Any person connected with the tournament (players, referees and other officials) who wants to undertake a disciplinary procedure against a third party must send his/her request and, if necessary, his/her report, to the OC which will forward it to the Disciplinary Committee of the USTSF 

- Transgressions committed by players 
- The OC shall decide in first instance and its decision shall be final. 

- If the measures taken concern a disciplinary procedure, the OC shall establish a detailed report, with supporting evidence and testimonies, which it will forward 

to the Disciplinary Committee of the USTSF. However, it can decide, and has the sole power to do so, to exclude the player from the competition, as a provisional measure, even before the matter is brought in front of the Disciplinary Committee. 

- Transgressions committed by the organizing body 
See ‘Ensuring that the OC complies with the Sports Code’ 

- Interpreting cases of force majeure 
This is the OC’s responsibility. 

3.5.4.3 - Absence of the Referees’ Supervisor 

The referee with the highest qualification level takes on automatically the position of Referees’ Supervisor. If several referees have the same qualification level, the most tenured/experienced will be appointed as Referees’ Supervisor. 

APPENDIX 6 : RESPONSIBILITIES ON THE TOURNAMENT – SAMPLE FORM 
This form must compulsorily be filled in by the organizer of a tournament which unfolds under the aegis of the USTSF. The information contained in this form must compulsorily be displayed. 

It is the organizer’s responsibility to duplicate the information contained in this form to display it legibly during the tournament. He/she may, for instance, add photos of the persons in charge, duplicate the document in poster size, etc. 

See the Specifications of the different tournaments to review the attributions of the following persons in charge. 

If necessary, the information shall be filled in on the day of the tournament (assistant to the Referees’ Supervisor, for instance). 

Tournament category: 
OPEN (Regional Championship, State Championship) 

United States National Championships
Other* (specify): ___________________________________________________ 

(*) If you have checked the box ‘other’, contact the USTSF Head Office to find out what information should be entered. 

Specify the type of competitions being held: Singles / Doubles – Men’s / Women’s / Seniors / Juniors 

Please fill in the information according to the type of tournament you organize. 

OPEN event: OC (Organizing Committee) especially the TD (Tournament Director); RS (Referees’ Supervisor) and his/her assistant(s) 

USNC: same as above plus: HO (Head Official); Assistant to the Head Official, Organizer’s Delegate:
USTSF DELEGATE: 
Organizer’s Delegate: 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
Tournament Director: _________________________________________________________________ 

Other members (specify their role if necessary): 

REFEREEING BODY 
HO (USNC) or RS (OPEN): _______________________ Assistant: ________________________ 

Substitutes: 

